U16s Lose Out to Waterford
Waterford 4-13 Tipperary 3-10

Waterford came to Cahir last Monday night needing a win to secure a place their place in the Munster final against the home side. They got the win they required but only after a great battle between two evenly matched teams. Tipp couldn’t have had a worse start to the game conceding a goal within a minute of the throw in however points from Kristy Downey and Casey Fleming helped settle them down. Waterford added a point before Tipp began to take control with points coming from Downey again and Orla McEniry. Grainne Gorman then scored a great goal to give her side the lead that Jessica Stokes and Downey extended with a point each. The Deise girls responded and scored the next four points without reply to leave Tipp with the slenderest of leads at half time 1-6 to 1-5. The second half would see Waterford play with a strong wind and they used this to their advantage to quickly establish a healthy eight point lead with two goals and three points before Tipp registered their first score of the half a point from McEniry. Fleming continued her goal scoring exploits of the Clare game to help narrow the lead further but Waterford tagged on two more points to give them some breathing space. But Tipp weren’t going to lie down and Fleming slotted over a point before Gorman took on the entire Waterford defence and calmly placed an excellent a brilliant shot in the corner of the net. Waterford pushed the league back out to three with a point then Tipp were awarded a penalty but unfortunately it was put narrowly wide. Gorman though pointed to leave only two between the sides again. With five minutes remaining Waterford extended their lead with two long range points but Stokes brought it back to a goal with an excellent point. In a frantic last minute Tipp nearly snatched a draw before Waterford broke up the field to seal the win with their fourth goal. The sides will now meet again in July in the final and if it is half as exciting as this it will be a great occasion. Tipp face Cork in the ‘A’ semi final on Saturday next at a Cork venue in what will prove to be a very difficult assignment.
Team and Scorers:

Jackie O’Gorman; Maebh Corr; Marie Claire Murphy; Aoife Meaney; Aisling O’Donovan; Jessica Newman; Laura Keating; Claire Nolan; Jessica Stokes(0-2); Kristy Downey(0-3); Grainne Gorman(2-1); Siobhan Heffernan; Casey Fleming(1-2); Orla McEniry(0-2); Lisa Kirby.

Subs used:

Emer Lyons for Kirby; Sinead Kennedy for Fleming; Coleen Kennedy for Heffernan; Derbhla Hennessy for Meaney.

