U16’s Enjoy Big Win

Tipperary 3-23 Limerick 1-03

The County U16s started their Munster campaign in style with a comprehensive victory over Limerick in Hospital on Saturday. They won the toss and choose to play into a very strong wind for the first half. Limerick with the aid of the wind started brightly and opened the scoring with a point from a free. Tipp’s Aisling McCarthy then scored two points and Katie Crowe added another before Limerick had their best spell of the game scoring a goal a point to retake the lead. It was to be the last time they held the lead as Tipp began to dominate all over the field especially in the middle third where the half back line of Jessica Newman, Treasa McGrath and Cliona Higgins and the midfield duo of Claire Nolan and Niamh Myles provided the launch pad for attack after attack. Kristy Downey (2), Myles and Crowe with points soon had Tipp in front and then McCarthy scored her side’s first goal with a brilliant volley that wouldn’t have looked out of place in Old Trafford. Further points followed from Orla McEniry, Jessica Stokes, McCarthy and Crowe to leave the Premier girls in a very strong position at half time, leading 1-11 to 1-02. 

They began the second half in a mood that seemed to suggest they meant to finish this game off as soon as possible. Downey and Crowe scored points before Crowe smashed home a great goal. Three more white flags were raised with shots from the boots of McCarthy (2) and Crowe once again before the two were called ashore by the management. There was to be no let up in the scoring however as Downey added a goal and a point to her tally and McEniry kicked two great points from distance to leave Limerick praying for the full time whistle. Tipp still weren’t finished though and two points apiece from Myles and substitute Siobhan Heffernan completed the rout. Of the twenty-three points scored twenty-one were from play, which is an excellent return from a forward line that showed a lot of class at times. The workrate of the team most notably in the first half was very good and all the players who entered the fray did well giving the management much food for thought before the next game. That next match takes place in Cahir on Wednesday at 6pm with Clare providing the opposition. Clare will be altogether a more difficult opponent than Limerick and it will take a huge performance from the team to deliver a vital victory and secure a place in the Munster Final for the girls.

Team and Scorers;

Fiona Rees, Maebh Corr, Marie Claire Murphy, Aoife Meaney, Cliona Higgins, Treasa McGrath, Jessica Newman, Claire Nolan, Niamh Myles(0-3), Kristy Downey (1-4), Jessica Stokes (0-1), Aisling McCarthy (1-5), Casey Fleming, Katie Crowe (1-5), Orla McEniry (0-3).

Subs used:

Laura Keating for McGrath, Siobhan Heffernan (0-2) for Stokes, Shauna Quirke for McCarthy, Sinead Kennedy for Crowe, Jackie O’Gorman for Rees.

