U16s Power Into Munster Final

Tipperary 7-15 Clare1-6

The defending Munster Champions are back into the Munster Final again after they comprehensively defeated Clare in Cahir on Wednesday 31st March. Having had a facile win over Limerick in their previous outing confidence was high in the Premier camp. They got off to a dream start when Jessica Stokes soloed through and scored an excellent goal inside the first twenty seconds of the game. Aisling McCarthy, Katie Crowe and Casey Fleming quickly added points before Clare got the scoreboard with two white flags of their own. The quick interpassing of the Tipp players had their Clare counterparts all at sea and McCarthy and Crowe scored points to extend Tipp’s lead. Clare were then awarded a penalty but the resultant kick went over the bar they made amends almost immediately by scoring a goal and added a point to narrow the lead to the minimum. Tipp though soon regained control and five points in a row from Kristy Downey, Crowe, McCarthy, Fleming and Stokes gave them a healthy lead going into half time. Clare added one more point to leave the half time score 1-10 to 1-5. A heavy shower of hail stones at half time left conditions difficult but the Tipp girls didn’t let this deter them and put in a powerpacked ten minutes of football to finish the game off. Just like the first half Tipp scored a goal within twenty seconds through Fleming. Stokes added another goal straight from the kickout and then almost unbelievably McCarthy smashed home goal number four. Clare were shellshocked and Tipp sensed this was their chance to end the game as a contest. Fleming bagged her second goal of the half and then Crowe added another three pointer. Niamh Myles made it six goals in ten minutes when her speculative shot ended up in the net. That was to be the end of the goals for the night. Clare then scored their only point of the half but the game had developed into a non event at this stage. To their credit though the Tipp girls never let their workrate drop and added further points through Orla McEniry, Downey, McCarthy and Crowe. The industrious Claire Nolan scored the final point of the game to leave her side winners by twenty seven points. They now play Waterford in their last game of the group stage safe in the knowledge they have booked their place in the July’s final.

Team and Scorers:

Fiona Rees, Maebh Corr, Marie Claire Murphy, Aoife Meaney, Cliona Higgins, Treasa McGrath, Jessica Newman, Claire Nolan(0-1), Niamh Myles(1-0), Kristy Downey(0-2), Jessica Stokes(2-1), Aisling McCarthy(1-4), Casey Fleming(2-2), Katie Crowe(1-4), Orla McEniry(0-1).

Subs used:

Siobhan Heffernan for McCarthy, Lisa Kirby for Crowe, Laura Keating for McGrath, Sinead Kennedy for Myles. 
