Tipp U16s retain Munster Crown
Tipperary 6-05 Waterford 1-12

The old, over used but seldom as true cliché that ‘goals win games’ was heard time and time again after this absorbing contest last Friday night in Cappoquin between two great rivals. The reigning Munster and All Ireland champions had to use all their experience and guile to eventually secure an eight point victory over a gallant Waterford team. The physically imposing Decie girls, who had defeated Tipp earlier in the competition, were quick to settle and began to use the strong wind at their backs to put the Premier girls under extreme pressure, racing into a 6 points to no score lead after 14 minutes. Indeed it could have been greater were it not for two excellent saves by Tipp goalie Jackie O’Gorman the second of which started a move that corner forward Aisling McCarthy finished to the net to finally get her side on the scoreboard. Waterford though continued to pile on the pressure and added two more points before McCarthy again raised a green flag. The Tipp girls were beginning to gain a foothold in the match at this stage and only some sloppy passing in the forwards prevented them from adding to their tally. Still Waterford were threatening and looked certain to score a vital goal only for full back Marie Claire Murphy to make a brilliant block. Again Tipp responded to this great piece of defending and McCarthy claimed her third goal with a powerful strike that cannoned in off the post. At the half time whistle Tipp unbelievably led by a point having only scored three times to Waterford’s eight but all three were goals. The team realised they would have to up their performance in the second half and that the wind wasn’t going to win it for them. However it was Waterford again who started brightly and scored the opening point, their cause seemed to receive a huge boost when Tipp were reduced to 14 players as the result of a sin binning. This proved the catalyst for the Premier to get into their stride and wing back Clionagh Higgins, centre back Treasa McGrath and wing forward Niamh Myles began to drive their team forward. The excellent Grainne Gorman who carried the ball tirelessly all night scored an excellent point and McCarthy got on the end of a long searching ball to calmly score her fourth goal of the night. Tipp were now back to fifteen and just as Waterford narrowed the gap with a point Casey Fleming fired in an unstoppable goal to leave her side six points in front. Points from McCarthy and sub Sinead Kennedy extended the lead and then McCarthy crowned a night she will never forget with her fifth goal from the tightest of angles not bad for an under 14. Waterford added two more points but they couldn’t get past the imposing figure of McGrath at centre back to score the goals they needed. Katie Crowe finished off Tipp’s scoring with two excellent long range points before Waterford managed a goal from a free to put a bit of gloss on the their scoreline.  The referee then blew the final whistle and there were great scenes of excitement as Michael Ryan presented Captain Clionagh Higgins firstly with the Player of the Match award and then the Munster trophy. This was an excellent display by a very committed group of players who have worked very hard since February. They overcame a lack of physical size with great levels of fitness, superb attitude and no little skill to capture the county’s third Munster title in a row. They now go on to meet Mayo in the All Ireland Semi-final on August 7/8th.
Team and scorers:

Jackie O’Gorman, Brid Condon, Marie Claire Murphy, Aoife Meaney, Clionagh Higgins, Treasa McGrath, Claire Nolan, Jessica Newman, Grainne Gorman(0-1), Niamh Myles, Jessica Stokes, Kristy Downey, Casey Fleming(0-1), Katie Crowe(0-2), Aisling McCarthy(5-1).

Subs used:

Sinead Kennedy(0-1) for Fleming, Lisa Kirby for Downey, Laura Keating for Nolan, Siobhan Heffernan for Gorman.

