TIPP SENIOR LADIES FAIL TO OVERCOME CLARE IN ROUND 2 OF ALL IRELAND QUALIFIERS

Tipperary Senior Ladies Football team's dream of further glory in their All-Ireland campaign came to an end last Sunday 8th against old rivals Clare. The game which was the second round of the All Ireland qualifiers was played in Cloghane GAA park, Limerick. Tipperary had been well defeated by this Clare team in the Munster championship, but having a comprehensive win over Meath under their belts, the Premier girls would have not been overawed by their opponents.

The Tipp Ladies got off to a good start when full forward Trisha Hickey was fouled in front of the goals and Edel Hanley scored her first point from the free. In quick succession, Clare conceded two more frees and Hanley took her scores. Trisha Hickey added another point from play and at this stage Tipp looked to be in the driving seat. Clare then stepped up a gear and scored 4 unanswered points to leave the sides level with 20 minutes played. Jennifer Grant made a great run down the field and finished off with a well taken point. Clare answered this with a point of their own. The difference between the teams in the first half came when Rachel Lenihan from Clare found the back of the Tipperary net. Points were shared between Fiona Lafferty from Clare and Jennifer Grant before the half time whistle. The teams went in on a scoreline of Clare 1-7, Tipperary 0-7.
The second half was dominated by Clare. After ten minutes, Clare had added four unanswered points. Samantha Lambert (Tipperary) and Emer Considine (Clare) were both given yellow cards for an off the ball incident and Jennifer Grant was also sinbinned a minute later. Treasa McManus and Angie McDermott replaced Trisha Hickey and Edel Hanley. There was no score for the next ten minutes until Clare got a goal and a point. Gillian O'Brien was replaced by Eimear Myles and Caitriona Walsh was replaced by Nancy Ferris. Mairead Morrissey scored a point for Tipperary from a free and substitute Ann Marie O’Gorman came on and added Tipperary’s only other score in the second half. Nora Noonan and Maeve Corcoran worked hard to keep the ball out of the Tipperary net but Clare still managed to score two more points before full time to leave the final score Tipperary 0-9, Clare 2-15.

The team lined out as follows: Nora Noonan (Brian Borus), Aoife O Dwyer (Brian Borus), Maeve Corcoran (Moycarkey Borris), Barbara Ryan (Moyle Rovers), Jennifer Grant (Brian Borus), Samantha Lambert (Ardfinnan), Siobhan Costello (Cappawhite), Kelly Hackett (Moycarkey Borris), Mairead Morrissey (Brian Borus), Gillian O Brien (Moyle Rovers), Mairead Luttrell (Mullinahone), Sile Carew (Cappawhite), Catriona Walsh (Moycarkey Borris), Patricia Hickey (Brian Borus), Edel Hanley (Aherlow). Subs used: Anne Marie O Gorman (Cahir), Nancy Ferris (Moyle Rovers), Treasa McManus (Brian Borus), Eimear Myles (Brian Borus), Angie McDermott (Cappawhite).
It was a tough way to go out of the championship but lessons will be learned for 2011. It is Tipperary's second year as a Senior team and they are improving all the time, having sealed one victory this year. Well done to all the players, the Management team of Paddy Morrissey, David Byrne, Martin McDermott, Sean O'Regan and Kathleen O'Sullivan. Sincere thanks also to the Horse and Jockey for their continued sponsorship.
