Tipp Senior Ladies Make It Two Wins In A Row

Tipperay 1-11 Clare 1-8

Tipperary secured their second victory in the Bord Gais National League Division when they beat Clare in Meelick on Sunday last. The clash between the last two winners of the All Ireland Intermediate Champions turned out to be a hard fought battle with neither side willing to give an inch. The game was played at 12 o’clock to facilitate the Clare supporters who wished to travel to Limerick to see the men of Kilmurry Ibrickane in their All Ireland club semi final match against Portlaoise. As it turned out the ladies couldn’t give the Banner county a good start to the day. Tipp started the game in determined fashion but wasted two early goal chances before Patrica Hickey began where she left off last Sunday and opened the scoring with a point. Clare then sprang to life and Eimear Considine scored a goal and two points in a five minute burst to give her side a four point lead. Tipp weren’t rattled and responded with points from Hickey, Mairead Morrissey and Gillian O’Brien(2). They suffered a blow in the 22nd minute when corner back Samantha Lambert was given a yellow card forcing her off the field for 10 minutes, but they keep the momentum going with further points from the boot of Ann Marie O’Gorman and the prolific Hickey. This left Tipp with the slenderest of leads at half time 0-7 to 1-3. 

The second half began with Clare in a different mood and they hit three points in a row to move two clear. Again the Premier girls showed they could match this intensity and even better it with Morrissey scoring a fine point and Gillian O’Brien blasting in a brilliant goal from an impossible angle. The game was now developing into a real battle and this resulted in two further sin binnings with Jen Grant and her midfield opponent seeing yellow. Both side exchanged points from frees to leave Tipp leading by just two points entering injury time. The outstanding defence held from in the face of many dangerous Clare attacks and the siege was finally lifted when wing back Claire Carrol soloed the length of the field to score a great point to secure a precious win for her team. The game also saw the return of star player Angie McDermott from injury as a half time sub. Overall it was another excellent performance by the whole team in particular Gillian O’Brien whose pace caused the Clare defence many headaches, Mairead Morrissey who showed great leadership especially in the closing minutes and also Kelly Hackett who is growing into her midfield role with every game. The team now face the long journey to Down on the weekend of 6/7th March for the next round of the league.

Team and Scorers:

Nora Noonan; Aoife O’Dwyer; Maeve Corcoran; Samantha Lambert; Claire Carroll(0-1); Carmel Condon; Siobhan Costello; Jen Grant; Kelly Hackett; Gillian O’Brien(1-2), Ann Marie O’Gorman(0-1), Barbara Ryan; Mairead Morrisey(0-2), Patricia Hickey(0-5); Siobhan Crotty

Subs used:

Angie McDermott for Condon; Nancy Ferris for Crotty; Edel Hanley for O’Gorman; Edith Carroll for Ryan. 
