Senior Ladies Suffer Narrow Defeat
Meath 5-4 Tipperary 2-11

The old saying ‘goals win matches’ was very evident on Saturday last in New Inn when the Tipp Senior Ladies were beaten for the second time in this year’s Bord Gais League Division 2. That they managed to stay in contention right up to the final whistle despite the concession of five goals was further proof of the never say die attitude within the team. Indeed they could even have snatched a dramatic draw if Ann Marie O’Gorman’s last second shot had only been a few inches lower. Meath got off to the perfect start when after only two minutes play they were awarded a penalty which Elaine Duffy duly converted. Tipp responded immediately with the resultant kick out being worked up the field to Patricia Hickey who blasted the ball to the net. Edel Hanley pointed two frees and her Meath counterpart did likewise to keep the scores tied. Gillian O’Brien then added a point before Meath were awarded their second penalty of the game in the sixteenth minute again Duffy found the net. Amazingly in the twenty sixth minute Meath won themselves penalty number three this time however Duffy placed her shot high and wide. Meath’s Bridgetta Lynch pointed for her side before Hickey fisted over Tipp’s last score of the half to leave her side leading 2-4 to 2-3 as the sides went back to the dressing rooms. 

The Premier Ladies were dealt a blow at have time when influential midfielder Kelly Hackett was forced to withdraw with a reoccurrence of her ankle injury she sustained last week against Down. Treasa McManus making a welcome return in the Tipp colours replaced her and the team started the second half brightly scoring points through Mairead Morrissey, O’Brien and Hanley. Meath again reverted to the long ball tactic that served them so well in the first half and their full forward Kelly Allen gathered one such ball and crashed in her side third goal of the game. Stepanie Grant had the sides level before Jennifer Grant and Hanley replied with points for Tipp but they conceded goal number four in the twenty second minute when Shauna Barrett found the net. Disaster then struck when Meath’s Samantha Martin rose to punch the ball to net to leave her side four points ahead. Morrissey narrowed the gap with a point and then in the closing second came Ann Marie O’Gorman’s effort. Despite the result the team still has every chance of making the semi finals. There were many good performances on the Tipp side none more so than the two wing backs Claire Carroll and Ann O’Dwyer. They now face Donegal on the March 28th at a Tipperary venue.
Team and Scorers:

Nora Noonan; Aoife O’Dwyer; Maeve Corcoran; Samantha Lambert; Claire Carroll; Carmel Condon; Ann O’Dwyer; Kelly Hackett; Angie McDermott; Mairead Luttrell; Mairead Morrissey(0-2); Gillian O’Brien(0-2); Jennifer Grant(0-1); Patricia Hickey(2-1); Edel Hanley(0-4).

Subs used: Treasa McManus for Hackett; Ann Marie O’Gorman (0-1) for Hickey; Barbara Ryan for Hanley.

