Tipperary Ladies 6-7 Kildare Ladies 1-9
Tipperary’s senior ladies grabbed their first points in Division 2 of the Bord Gais National League with an impressive victory over Kildare in Golden last Sunday. The Lilywhites came into the game as strong favourites having beaten their Leinster rivals Meath by ten points in the previous round whereas their hosts were narrowly defeated by Sligo. Tipp were forced into a late change before the throw in with Samantha Lambert coming in for the unfortunate Claire Carroll who hadn’t recovered from an injury she sustained playing with UL during the week. They started the game brightly and opening the scoring with well taken goal by full forward Patricia Hickey after a good run by Mairead Morrissey. The same two players added points before Kildare threatened to get themselves back in the game when they were awarded a penalty, however Nora Noonan made an excellent save and her backs cleared the rebound. Kildare did manage a point on the tenth minute mark but Tipp responded immediately with Cathriona Walsh finishing off a flowing team move with a well taken goal.  They were now in complete control all over the pitch with the defence in particular Samantha Lambert and Maeve Corcoran repelling any Kildare forays and the midfield duo of Jennifer Grant and Kelly Hackett dominating their direct opponents thus allowing ample opportunities for the forwards to create and take scores at will. Wing back Siobhan Costello got in on the scoring when she struck a speculative shot from 45 metres out that deceived the Kildare keeper and ended up in the net. Morrissey smashed in her sides fourth goal and further points by Morrissey and Gillian O’Brien and Hickey put Tipp in a very commanding position. Kildare briefly rallied and score a couple of points before half time, Hickey though was to have the final say of the half when she grabbed her second goal of the game to leave Tipp leading 5-5 to 0-4. Kildare with the aid of a strong breeze took the game to Tipp at the start of the second half and added a three points to their tally but with the Premier girls defending their lead in numbers they were finding goal chances hard to come by. The sin binning of Carmel Condon and a much needed goal did give Kildare some hope, this was short lived as Mairead Luttrell secured the game for Tipp when she scored a fine goal. The last few minutes of the match involved both sides swapping points with Hickey and O’Brien raising white flags for the Tipp girls and when Wexford referee James Flood blew the final whistle they emerged comprehensive winners by thirteen points. This was an excellent performance by Tipperary and hopefully they can bring this form into next week’s vital clash with last year’s All Ireland Intermediate winners Clare.
Team and Scorers:

Nora Noonan; Aoife O’Dwyer; Maeve Corcoran; Samantha Lambert; Aisling Kenneally; Carmel Condon; Siobhan Costello(1-0); Jennifer Grant; Kelly Hackett; Barbara Ryan; Mairead Luttrell(1-0); Gillian O’Brien(0-2); Catriona Walsh(1-0); Patrica Hickey(2-3); Mairead Morrissey(1-2)

Subs used:

Nancy Ferris for Kenneally, Aoife Casey for O’Dwyer.

