Munster Senior Ladies Football Semi Final 2010

Clare 3-14 Tipperary 2-05

It was literally a game of two halves when the Tipperary Senior Ladies Football team met Clare in the first round of the Munster Championship which was played in Cooraclare last Saturday evening. 
Tipperary got off to a great start when Ann Marie O'Gorman scored a fantastic goal. She followed this up with a point from a free in front of the posts. Clare had a few chances during the half but failed to convert these to scores. Indeed, it was the 20th minute before Trisha Hickey, the Tipperary goalkeeper touched the ball for the first time. A very strong wind played a huge factor in the game and Tipperary had the advantage in the first half. Gillian O'Brien scored two more points and Claire Carroll added another. Mairead Luttrell drove the ball into the Clare net just before the thirty minutes were up. At this stage, the scoreline was Tipperary 2-3 to no score. However, ith was during the additional 7 minutes injury time which the referee added on that Clare scored 1-1 which was a huge boost for them playing against the wind. 
The second half proved what a major factor the wind played. Clare dominated from the off and the sides were level after 15 minutes. Clare took full advantage of the elements and added on point after point to their score. Despite the best efforts of the Tipperary defence, the ball rarely made it past the middle of the field. The Tipperary ladies were getting frustrated and when Mairead Morrissey was sinbinned for ten minutes, there was little doubt about the final outcome.Jennifer Grant scored Tipperary's only point of the second half. Treasa McManus was unlucky to be sent off with seconds to go. When the final whistle blew, the score was Tipperary 2-5, Clare 3-14. The Tipperary girls will have a lot of work to do but this game would have been a good learning experience for them. They now go on to play in the Qualifiers which will take place on July 25th.
The team lined out as follows; Patricia Hickey, Maeve Corcoran, Carmel Condon, Samantha Lambert, Anne O'Dwyer, Mairead Morrissey, Barbara Ryan, Angie McDermott, Treasa McManus, Claire Carroll, Jennifer Grant, Edith Carroll, Gillian O'Brien, Anne Marie OGorman and Mairead Luttrell. Subs used were Aoife O'Dwyer, Nancy Ferris, Edel Hanley, Catherina  Walsh and Siobhan Condon. 

