Minors Off To A Winning Start

Tipperary 0-15 Waterford 1-8

The Tipp Minor ladies began their Munster campaign with a hard fought win over great rivals Waterford on Wednesday last in Lattin. The sides had last met in the Munster final the previous May with Tipp emerging victorious after a titanic battle. This game was to prove no different. Waterford came into the match having being defeated by Limerick in their first game and knew only a victory would preserve their place in the competition. Tipp fielding nine of last year’s beaten All Ireland final team went in the game as strong favourites but things didn’t run as smoothly as they would have hoped. Full forward Katie Crowe got them off to a good start with two pointed frees before Waterford opened their account with a well-taken point. Clever play from Cliona O’Dwyer from a quick free set up Kelly Hackett for a point but Waterford responded with two points to level the scores. Tipp were fairly ponderous in attack and this caused them to overplay the ball when scores were there for the taking. They were however in control of the majority of possession and eventually opened up a four point lead by the 22nd minute with scores coming Kelly Maher, Crowe, Aisling O’Connor and Shauna Ryan. Waterford reduced the deficit to two points but Crowe put it back out to three with another point. In the final play of the half Waterford were awarded a penalty and it was duly dispatched to leave the sides level going in at the break 0-8 to 1-5. Waterford took the lead for the first time just after half time with a pointed free before Crowe again leveled matters. Tipp regained the lead with a point from Eimear Myles who was now operating at midfield. Wing forward Maher with her last contribution before she was replaced kicked her second point to put Tipp two up. Back came Waterford again with two points in a row and now it was game on. These were to prove Waterford’s last scores those as the Tipp backs finally got to grips with their opponents. Rachel Kenneally at full back made some excellent block downs and outside her Siobhan Condon and Treasa McGrath were gaining an ever increasing dominance in the half back line. O’Dwyer was now at midfield and her tracking back and workrate greatly assisted her backs. The forwards were finally moving the ball around at pace. Crowe pointed a free to give her side the lead and substitute Grainne Gorman then set up Niamh Myles for two impressive scores. Perhaps fittingly it was the ever-impressive Crowe who finished off the scoring with an excellent long-range point to leave Tipp winners by a four-point margin. They now face Limerick in their next outing on Saturday April 17th. The management and the girls although pleased with the win know that there must be a vast improvement over the next few weeks if they are going to retain their Munster crown but that said a win is win!

Team and Scorers:

Jennifer Russell, Shauna Maher, Rachel Kenneally, Caoimhe Bowles, Maeve Hackett, Eimear Myles(0-1), Treasa McGrath, Siobhan Condon, Kelly Hackett(0-1), Kelly Maher(0-2), Cliona O’Dwyer, Niamh Myles(0-2), Aisling O’Connor(0-1), Katie Crowe(0-7), Shauna Ryan(0-1).

Subs used:

Claire Nolan for K Maher, Grainne Gorman for M Hackett.     

