Heartbreak Once Again for Minors
Wexford 3-11 Tipperary 3-7

For the second year in a row the Tipp minor ladies suffered All Ireland defeat after a match they will feel they really should have won having led by seven points at half time and five points entering the last ten minutes. They played some excellent football in the first half and stormed into the lead with points from Niamh Myles(2) and Grainne Gorman before Wexford registered their opening point. Gorman then added an excellent goal and Katie Crowe popped over a point to put the Premier girls in a commanding position. Wexford kept chipping in with points to keep themselves in touch. Niamh Myles who was having an excellent half extended her sides lead with a brilliantly taken goal and when her sister Eimear and Gorman added further points things were looking promising. However the Tipp girls missed two great goal chances when they found themselves one on one with the Wexford goalie and these would come back to haunt them. After playing with the advantage of the wind Tipp led 2-6 to 0-5 at half time. Shortly after half time came their first collapse as Wexford smashed in a goal and then were awarded a very fortuitous penalty which was duly dispatched to the Tipp net to leave the minimum between the sides. Eventually the Premier girls settled and Eimear Myles struck a goal from a long range free which Siobhan Condon complemented with an excellent point to leave five points between the sides with ten minutes to go. That was to prove their last score as Wexord launched attacked after attack and were awarded free after free most of which must be said were dubious to say the least. The Wexford forwards were very good at playing the referee falling to the ground after the slightest contact or in some cases none at all in scenes that wouldn’t have looked out of place in South Africa a few weeks ago. Wexford scored a goal and five points(four from frees) without reply to leave Tipp trailing by three points going into to injury. They managed to engineer one final chance when Grainne Gorman hit what looked like a certain goal bound shot only to be denied by a super save by the Wexford goalie. Wexford then kicked over one last point to leave the final score 3-11 to 3-7. There were scenes of absolute devastation in the Tipp dressingroom afterwards as players and management tried to fathom the events of the previous hour. Manager Shane Ronayne thanked the players for their unbelievable commitment and work during the year and told them they lost nothing in defeat and that he, his two selectors and the whole county were very proud of all they had done. He also thanked his two selectors Eileen Myles and Martin Ryan for all their efforts and the support they had given him during the year. Sport can be so cruel and this was never as keenly felt as in that dressingroom last Saturday. It was a day those involved will never forget no matter how much they want to but hopefully they can learn the lessons of this defeat and use this experience to drive them onto brighter and more successful days in the future. 
Team and Scorers:

Jennifer Russell (Moyne Templetuohy), Claire Nolan (Clonmel Commercials), Rachel Kenneally (Aherlow), Jessica Newman (Clonmel Commercials), Treasa McGrath (Ballymacarbry), Shauna Maher (Ballyporeen), Shauna Ryan (Clonmel Óg), Kelly Hackett (Moycarkey Borris), Siobhan Condon (St.Ailbes) (0-1), Niamh Myles (Brian Borus) (1-2), Eimear Myles (Brian Borus) (1-1), Aisling O’Connor (Cahir) (Captain), Caoimhe Lyons (Slievenamon), Katie Crowe (Aherlow) (0-1), Graine Gorman (Moyne Templetuohy) (1-2)

Subs used: Maeve Hackett (Moycarkey Borris) for Newman, Ciara Gorman (Moyne Templetuohy) for Nolan and Kelly Maher (Brian Borus) for Lyons

Subs not used: Imelda O’Donovan (Slievenamon), Jessica Stokes (Clonmel Commercials), Caoimhe Bowles (Clonmel Commercials), Orlagh Walsh (Boherlahan Dualla), Orla Meagher (Slievenamon), Nollaig Butler (Moyne Templetuohy), Clionagh Higgins (Cahir), Aisling Condon (Brian Borus), Ciara Coughlan (Cappawhite), Amie Dudley (Ardfinnan)
