U/14 A Championship
Tipperary 5-6 Kerry 5-7

Those lucky enough to be present at this 1st round game in Emly last Saturday witnessed one of the finest displays of courage, tenacity, skill and never say die effort form a Tipperary team who were rank outsiders coming into this game. Falling behind to an early Kerry point they were dealt a body blow when Aisling McCarthy was harshly sinned binned for 10 minutes.
Refusing to buckle the 14 girls of Tipp took the game to Kerry with Sarah Ryan (1-1), Roisin Howard (0-1) ensuring the hard work and running of Maeve O Gorman, Edel Nyland and Maria Curley was rewarded on the scoreboard. After the 1st quarter Tipperary led 1-2 to 0-1. As with all Kingdom teams a period of dominance was on the cards and the physically stronger Kerry team worked hard to turn around the deficit and lead heading into the interval 3-4 to 1-3. Refusing to buckle Tipperary responded through Aisling McCarthy (1-1) to go in at the short break trailing by four points.
The 2nd half was a titanic struggle with the premier girls realising that the game was there for the taking. The lead was exchanged four times in the last 10 mins as Kerry struggled to contain the heroic defence marshaled by Amy Jordan who throughout the hour brought off a string of quality saves. The positional play of Hazel Shanahan and Emma Buckley in the spine of the defense coupled with the constant harrying of Niamh Mackey, Maria Kinnane supported by the exceptional Maureen Murphy ensured that opportunities were at a premium.
The forwards exploited every opportunity presented with Sinead Buckley recording two green flags in the space of five minutes to spread panic amongst the Kerry mentors who could find no leader on the field to rescue the situation. A fortuitous goal saw Kerry take the lead with 3 minutes to go with fortune still smiling on the Kingdom. The upright , the crossbar and the treacherous underfoot conditions at the town goal conspired  to save Kerry blushes and in the words of one Kerry mentor “allow us to go home”
While the focus for this team is May 1st and the Munster B Final v Clare they will take great pride from their ability to mix it with one of the powers of ladies football.

Team: Amy Jordan, Rebecca English, Hazel Shanahan, Maureen Murphy, Niamh Mackey, Emma Buckley, Brid Condon, Eimear Bartley, Maria Curley, Edel Nyland, Aisling McCarthy (2-2), Maeve O Gorman, Roisin Howard (0-1), Sarah Ryan (1-2), Sinead Buckley (2-1). Subs: Claire Walsh, Maria Kinnane. 

