U16 TIPPERARY LADIES FOOTBALL TEAM CLAIM U16 ALL-IRELAND TITLE AFTER 31 YEAR WAIT
Following the disappointment of the previous Friday when the County Minor team were defeated by Roscommon in the All-Ireland Final, Tipperary now had a second chance to claim an underage All-Ireland title for 2009 against Roscommon. The Tipperary supporters travelled to Ferbane, Co. Offaly to support the Tipperary girls on Saturday last. This team were well prepared and up for the challenge after claiming the Munster title back in Julyvthanks to the hard work and dedication of the management team which consisted of  Manager Libby Grogan, (Aherlow) & Selectors Conor O'Dwyer, (Thurles Sarsfields) and Derry Peters (Aherlow) and Team Doctor Kathleen O'Sullivan

Tipperary got off to the best start and within two minutes Lorraine O Shea set up Eimear Myles for the opening score of the game. Lydia Aherne followed a minute later with her first point, after receiving a great pass from Eimear Myles. Roscommon got their first point from a free scored by their No.9 Natalie McHugh. This was followed soon after with another point as their corner forward Laura Brudell was fouled and scored from the placed ball.

 

Niamh Myles playing at wing forward laid a great ball into Katie Crowe who registered her first point of the day for the Tipp side. In the 9th minute Roscommon's Laura Brudell was fouled again and got her second score of the day. Roscommon went ahead by a point when their full forward Deirdre Regan put the ball between the posts. Two minutes later Roscommon edged a further point ahead as a result of a great point from their centre forward Katie McLoughlin.

 

Lorraine O'Shea working hard for Tipperary at centre froward and causing the Roscommon's centre back Gillian Duffy trouble gave a great pass into Aisling O'Connor, who laid it onto Sarah Fryday and she made no mistake in front of the goal and got Tipp's only goal of the game. It brought Tipp back into the game and in control edging a point ahead. Katie Crowe was unlucky not to get another goal as the ball hit the crossbar, the rebound resulted in Katie getting a point.

 

Roscommon's Katie McLoughlin got another point after 19 minutes, however a minute later Tipp's No.13 Aisling O'Connor responded with her first point of the day to leave the score Tipp 1-4 to Roscommon 0-6. At the other end Roscommon's No.13 Kylie Roddy was very unlucky not to get a goal as the ball went inches wide. Natalie McHugh got her second point for Roscommon after 25 minutes and the sides were level once more. Roscommon edged a point ahead just before the break when their full forward got what was to prove to be Roscommon's last score of the day. Half time score was Roscommon 0-8 Tipperary 1-4.

 

Tipperary playing with a breeze in the second half put alot of pressure on Roscommon in the opening minutes but got no results for their hard work. After five minutes, Eimear Myles got a point from a free, followed two minutes later by a point from full forward Katie Crowe. Tipp were well in control at this stage, all six backs working very hard as a unit, giving support to each other and giving Roscommon forwards very little chances. Treasa McGrath playing at centre back was very solid and won almost every ball that came her way. She played a great ball into Lorraine O'Shea, who in turn laid the ball into Eimear Myles who got a point from 35 yards out. Lydia Aherne earned Tipperary a free and Eimear Myles took the free. She passed the ball to Lorraine O'Shea and she gave the return pass to Eimear who put the ball over the bar to leave the score Tipp 1-08 to Roscommon 0-08. Tipp had all the possession and tried hard to hold onto the lead. Katie Crowe was unlucky not to get a goal but the Roscommon goalkeeper brought off a great save. Tipp were dominating in all the key positions as Clodagh Quirke was solid at full back, player of the match No.6 Treasa McGrath, Eimear Myles and Siobhan Condan dominating the mid field positions, Lorraine O'Shea and Katie Crowe getting the better of their markers in the forward line.

 

In the 25th minute of the second half, Lorraine O'Shea won a free and it was placed over the bar by Eimear Myles.  Lorraine O'Shea again set up Lydia Aherne and the No.12's fast pace was too much for the Roscommon back and Lydia got in for a great point. Two minutes into injury time Tipperary's captain Eimear Myles got another point to bring her tally to 4 points for the day. This was no prove to be not only Tipp's final score of the day, but the final score of the game. Roscommon tried hard and in the 4th minute of injury time, Tipp's goal keeper Ciara Corcoran brought off a great save and the ball hit the post. Shauna Maher collected it, laid it off to her wing back Clare Nolan who took it out of danger once more. Corner back Aisling Condon and No. 7 Jessica Newman kept their player scoreless in the second half as all Tipp's back were well in control in the second half. After 7 minutes of injury time, the final whistle went and the delighted Tipperary U16's ladies football team won the All Ireland B final after 31 years on a scoreline of 1-11 to 0-08.
 

Team: Ciara Corcoran, (Upperchurch/Drombane); Maebh Corr, (Moyle Rovers); Clodagh Quirke, (Upperchurch/Drombane); Aisling Condon, (Brian Borus); Clare Nolan, (Clonmel Commercials); Treasa McGrath, (Ballymacarbry); Jessica Newman, (Clonmel Commercials); Siobhan Condon, (St. Ailbe’s, Emly); Eimear Myles, (Brian Borus); Niamh Myles, (Brian Borus); Lorraine O'Shea, (Mullinahone); Lydia Aherne , (Moyle Rovers); Aisling O'Connor, (Cahir); Katie Crowe, (Aherlow); Sarah Fryday, (Upperchurch / Drombane) Subs used: Shauna Maher replaced Maebh Corr, Deborah Kennelly replaced Aisling Condon. Subs: Imelda O'Donovan - Grangemockler, Clodagh Cummins - Cappawhite, Lisa Kirby - Moyle Rovers, Aoife O'Gorman  - Cahir, Shauna Maher - Ballyporeen, Deborah Kennelly - Brian Borus, Roisin McGrath - Aherlow, Marese O'Connell - Templemore, Josie O'Dwyer - Cappawhite, Laura Keating - Brian Borus, Roisin Trehy - Killenaule, Aisling O'Donovan - Moyle Rovers, Alice Quirke - Aherlow, Aine Quinn - Cappawhite, Shauna O Dwyer- Galtee Rovers, Aoife O' Reilly - Clonmel Commercials, Elaine Devane - Boherlahan, Aoife Magner - Galtee Rovers, Emer Lyons - Moyle Rovers, Amy Hannigan - Killenaule.

Tipperary Ladies Football would like to The Lucky Leprechaun Restaurant, Clogheen for their continued sponsorship to the team. They would also like to thank the following men for their support and for providing the use of their pitches throughout the year: John Curravan of Golden, John Morrissey of Bansha and Martin Halpin of Cahir. Also on behalf of the management team, they would like to thank the players for their hard work and great attitude at training, the camaraderie and player commitment for the success of the team was evident in the way they had worked all year long. We are delighted their efforts were rewarded on Saturday.

