Munster Senior Ladies Football Championship Semi –Final

Kerry 4-15 Tipperary 1-11
The Tipperary Senior Ladies were comprehensively beaten by Kerry in their debut in the Munster Championship played out in Dr Crokes in Killarney on Saturday afternoon last. Operating against a strong breeze in the opening half, Tipp fell two goals in arrears but contributions from Edel Hanley and Gillian O’ Brien kept Tipp in touch at the interval with the added bonus of a stiff breeze behind them for the second period. On the turnover, Kerry’s experience at this level was clearly evident as they attempted to pressurize the Tipp defence at every opportunity. A third Kerry goal left Tipp with a mountain to climb, 3-06 to 0-05 and they duly responded with a brace of points from Edel Hanley allied by a wonder strike from Angie McDermott to leave just five between them entering the final fifteen minutes, 3-08 to 1-09. At this crucial juncture, Tipp were reduced to fifteen players after the sin binning of Maeve Corcoran and it effectively halted their progress as Kerry added a fourth goal coupled with a series of points to ease to victory at the final whistle. After the disappointment of the past two weeks, Tipp must now return to the drawing board before embarking on the All –Ireland Senior Championship campaign to be staged in late July.  
Team & Scorers: Nora Noonan (Brian Boru’s), Claire Lambert (Ardfinnan), Maeve Corcoran (Moycarkey-Borris), Barbara Ryan (Moyle Rovers), Siobhan Costello (Cappawhite), Mairead Morrissey (Brian Boru’s), Ann O’ Dwyer (Cappawhite) (0-01), Jennifer Grant (Brian Boru’s), Angie McDermott (Cappawhite) (1-01), Catriona Walsh (Moycarkey-Borris) (0-01), Gillian O’ Brien (Moyle Rovers) (0-01), Samantha Lambert (Ardfinnan) (0-01), Siobhan Crotty (Ballyporeen), Anne –Marie O’ Gorman (Cahir) (0-02), Edel Hanley (Shanahoe) (0-05) (0-02frees). Subs used: Cliona O’ Dwyer (Brian Boru’s) for Siobhan Crotty (Ballyporeen) (inj) and Kelly Hackett (Moycarkey –Borris) for Claire Lambert (Ardfinnan) & Maeve Hackett (Moycarkey –Borris) for Siobhan Costello (Cappawhite). 
Following on from the game, Shane Ronayne was chosen to be a selector on the Munster Inter Provincial team who will compete in a one day blitz in Co. Westmeath on Saturday 30th May, 2009 against the other three provinces of Ireland. The players who were selected to be the Tipperary representatives were: Jennifer Grant, Angie McDermott, Gillian O’Brien, Edel Hanley and Mairead Morrissey.

