Bord Gais Energy National Football League (Division 2) Semi –Final:

Tipperary 3-12 Waterford 1-08

The Tipperary Senior Ladies progressed to the Division 2 League Final after a comprehensive second half display that crushed the Waterford challenge played out in glorious sunshine at Bansha on Sunday afternoon last. This win not only gives them a coveted place in the upcoming League Final but also guarantees them Division 1 status next season. From the throw-in, Waterford got the better start with a point on the board in the opening two minutes of play. Tipp responded immediately with Tricia Hickey getting Tipp off the mark before a deflected shot from the in -rushing Gillian O’ Brien was judged to have crossed the line to give Tipp the lead for the first time. Waterford threatened at every opportunity and their persistence paid off with a brace of points to stay firmly in touch. Both sides were guilty of missed goal -scoring opportunities as their final distribution was unlocked by the opposing defence in the resulting build –up. Further indiscipline in the Deise defence allowed Edel Hanley increase Tipp’s tally as they headed in the half time interval, leading by two 1-06 to 1-04. On the resumption, Tipp were not about to relinquish their advantage that easily as they poured forward creating havoc at for the visitors at every attacking movement. Aoife O’ Dwyer, Maeve Corcoran and Barbara Ryan tightened up in defence; Siobhan Costello and Ann O’ Dwyer were equally prominent in the half back line while Angie McDermott was instrumental at mid –field. Up front Gillian O’ Brian and Mairead Morrissey found their scoring touch and it paid dividends on the score board. Cliona O’ Dwyer found the back of the net to give Tipp a welcome cushion 2-10 to 1-07 before Angie McDermott’s long penetrating run resulted in her fisting to the net after her initial shot was parried by the Waterford goalie. Tipp continued to pile on the pressure thereafter as Waterford struggled to manufacture scores. Their intended efforts consigned to a series of wides due to the work rate of the diligent Tipp defence. Final contributions from Gillian O’ Brian and Edel Hanley gave Tipp a deserved & hard -fought 3-12 to 1-08 win at the final whistle. Tipperary will meet Down in League Final in a couple of weeks following Down’s victory over Sligo in the corresponding semi-final.
Team & Scorers: Nora Noonan (Brian Boru’s), Aoife O’ Dwyer (Brian Boru’s), Maeve Corcoran (Moycarkey-Borris), Barbara Ryan (Moyle Rovers), Siobhan Costello (Cappawhite), Jennifer Grant (Brian Boru’s) (Capt), Ann O’ Dwyer (Cappawhite) (0-01), Claire Peters (Cahir), Angie McDermott (Cappawhite) (1-01), Edith Carroll (Cahir), Mairead Morrissey (Brian Boru’s) (0-01), Gillian O’ Brien (Moyle Rovers) (1-02), Catriona Walsh (Moycarkey-Borris) (0-01), Patricia Hickey (0-02), Edel Hanley (Shanahoe) (0-04)(0-03frees). Subs used: Cliona O’ Dwyer (Brian Boru’s) (1-00) for Edith Carroll and Kelly Hackett (Moycarkey –Borris) for Patricia Hickey (inj). 

