Bord Gais Energy National Football League (Division 2A) Round 3

Tipperary 2-17 Leitrim 2-10

The Tipperary girls maintained their 100% record in the Ladies Football Division 2 League after emerging victorious by a seven point margin against a battling Leitrim side played out at Leitrim Gaels on a bright Sunday afternoon last. With both sides locked together 2-07 apiece at the half hour mark, the visitors showed the greater hunger and desire to pull away in the latter stages and in turn make the long venture home all the easier. Playing against the breeze in the opening half, the Tipp defence were caught cold with the Leitrim girls out of the blocks with the ball in the back of the net within sixty seconds. Like in previous outings thus far Tipp were slow to settle in the game as Leitrim proceeded to breach the Tipp defence at every opportunity. Edel Hanley dissected the uprights with a pointed free to restore parity while contributions from the on –rushing Mairead Morrissey and a well manufactured goal finished by full forward Patricia Hickey brought Tipp back level entering the final ten minutes of the half. Patricia Hickey was again on target finishing to the net after some clever play from Angie McDermott and Edel Hanley in the build –up. Leitrim found the net for a second time after a pointed effort clashed against the right hand post before falling into the hands of the Leitrim full forward and she gladly punished with a drilled shot to the net. Tipp almost responded immediately with a brace of frees from Edel Hanley after some ill discipline in the Leitrim defence resulting in Tipp momentarily surging into the lead. Mairead Morrissey was causing consternation and her darting runs were posing problems for the home side. Clare Peters was also hugely involved in picking up a number of breaks around the midfield sector, while Aoife O’ Dwyer, Maeve Corcoran and Jennifer Grant worked tirelessly throughout as both sides ended al –square at 2-07 apiece at the half time interval.  On the turnover Tipp upped their performance. Their defence tightened up considerably, while the midfield pairing of Ann O’ Dwyer & Angie McDermott were easily in control at midfield. In turn Tipp retook the lead with a wonder score from Edel Hanley. Thereafter Angie McDermott, Ann O’ Dwyer Siobhan Costello & Mairead Morrissey all registered scores in a purple patch for the blue & gold. Catriona Walsh made a telling contribution while Edel was again on target from the left corner leaving six between the sides, 2-15 to 2-09.  Leitrim failed to recover as Tipp’s period of supremacy effectively sealed the win on a deserved 2-17 to 2-10 at the final whistle. 
After the game the new management trio of Shane Ronayne (Cahir), Conor O’ Dwyer (Thurles Sarsfields) & Lenny Fitzgerald (Cappawhite) were clearly delighted with the girls performance in preserving their unbeaten record ahead of their home tie v Westmeath this coming weekend. This game is due to be played in Clogheen at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday 8th March.
Team & Scorers: Nora Noonan (Brian Borus), Aine O’ Dwyer (Brian Borus), Maeve Corcoran (Moycarkey-Borris), Sinead Delahunty (Fethard), Siobhan Costello (Cappawhite (0-02), Jennifer Grant (Brian Boru’s) (Capt), Ann O’ Dwyer (Cappawhite) (0-01), Angie McDermott (Cappawhite) (0-01), Claire Peters (Cahir), Jayne Clancy (Cappawhite), Mairead Morrissey (Brian Boru’s) (0-03), Edith Carroll (Cahir), Catriona Walsh (Moycarkey-Borris), Patricia Hickey (Brian Boru’s) (2-01), Edel Hanley (Shanahoe) (0-09). Subs used: Joanne O’ Doherty (Cappawhite) for Sinead Delahunty & Patreece Ryan (Cappawhite) for Edith Carroll. 
