Tipperary Senior Ladies Footballers Continue Fantastic Start to League Campaign

On Saturday last at an excellent Lemybrien venue the Tipperary Seniors gained a hard fought victory over Wateford in their second game of the Bord Gais Division 2A league winning by the narrowest of margins 1-9 to 1-8. This was Tipp’s first victory in competitive football over the home side in twenty years. Waterford, who came into the game having won their two opening games over Wexford and Leitrim, made a great start to the match totally dominating possession and scoring a goal and two points without reply in the first ten minutes. In fact the scoreline would have been far worse for Tipp had it not been for some fine saves from goalkeeper Nora Noonan and some resolute defending from the backline. Maeve Cocoran in particular made some vital blockdowns and Barbara Ryan some great interceptions. The Tipp ladies eventually got into the game and Gillian O’Brien opened their account with a well taken point. A good point from Patricia Hickey after some sustained pressure helped narrow the margin and then came the first of two penalties awarded to Tipp during the game. Full forward Patricia Hickey won a good ball on the 21 metre line turned and took on the full back and she was dragged to the ground inside the large square. Hickey got to her feet and stepped up to beat the keeper with a well placed shot to level the game at 1-2 apiece. Waterford responded again with three points in a row to regain control of the game but a pointed free from Edel Hanley and another fine score from Patricia Hickey left the halftime score 1-5 to 1-4 in favour of Waterford. Tipp now faced an uphill task having played with the wind in the first half amd their task became even harder as Waterford began the second half in the same fashion as they did in the opening period kicking two fabulous points. However Tipp then began to show their class with the midfield pairing of Mairead Morrissey and Sheelagh Carew dominating their direct opponents and the backline smothering all Waterfords’ attacking endeavours. They started to open up the Waterford defence at will with Cathriona Walsh’s mazy runs and ball carrying abililty causing consternation in their ranks. Indeed Tipp should have scored two goals through Hickey firstly whose thunderbolt shot nearly broke the crossbar and also Angie McDermott who forced a fine point blank save from the Deise goalkeeper. However all they had to show for their efforts though was an Edel Hanley free but one felt that the tide had turned in Tipp’s favour. Patricia Hickey added another point and then she was taken down for another penalty this time her effort went narrowly wide. She shook off this disappointment to level the scores in the 50th minute and it now looked like Tipp would power on and win the game. Waterford had other ideas and regained the lead with a fine point with eight minutes remaining. Now the Tipp ladies were forced to dig deep and that they did with Hickey drawing the sides level again and then with two minutes of normal time left Edel Hanley pointed a close in free to give Tipp the lead for the first time in the match. For the remaninder of the game, with the defence led by Maeve Corcoran and Jennifer Grant not giving the Waterford forwards an inch, Tipp held possession with Waterford only gaining control of the football three times in the last nailbitting five minutes. This was a great performance full of guts and skill from the whole team. They now make the long journey to Leitrim on Sunday hoping to maintain their 100% record.

Team and scorers: Nora Noonan, Aoife O’Dwyer, Maeve Corcoran, Sinead Delahunty, Barbara Ryan, Jennifer Grant, Siobhan Costello, Angie McDermott, Mairead Morrissey, Jayne Clancy, Sheelagh Carew, Gillian O’Brien(0-1), Edith Carroll, Patricia Hickey(1-5), Edel Hanley(0-3). Subs used: Cathriona Walsh for Edith Carroll (h/t),Claire Peters for Jayne Clancy (h/t)

