Bord Gais Energy National Football League (Division 2) Quarter –Final:

Tipperary 1-12 Longford 2-05
The Tipperary girls deservedly reached the Semi –finals of the Division 2 National League after inflicting a narrow four point win over Longford played out in Templetuohy on Sunday afternoon last. Tipp are predominantly known to produce a strong second thirty minutes that has effectively seen them maintain an unbeaten run and this latest encounter proved no different. Having concluded the half al- square 1-06 to 2-03, Tipp upped their performance considerably in the second period to deservedly progress to the last four of the competition. From the throw –in, Tipp were immediately forced onto the back foot as Longford were beginning to punch holes in the Tipp defence. A trio of well worked scores caused Tipp to trail after ten minutes 0-03 to 0-01. However a penalty engineered by Catriona Walsh & Mairead Morrissey left sharp shooter Edel Hanley with the task of putting Tipp back into the ascendancy. Longford injected some much needed pace into their play and minutes later manufactured a penalty of their own which they despatched into Nora Noonan’s left to give the visitors a psychological advantage entering the final ten minutes of the half, 2-03 to 1-03. Tipp steadied the ship thereafter. Aoife O’ Dwyer & Maeve Corcoran tightened up the defensive sector while Claire Peters & Siobhan Costello were beginning to dominate at the breakdown. Angie McDermott & Ann O’ Dwyer took a foothold at mid field while Edel Hanley, Catriona Walsh & Mairead Morrissey were causing problems in attack. Further pointed frees supplied by Edel Hanley left both sides with much to ponder at the interval 1-06 to 2-03. Incidentally Nora Noonan pulled off a crucial save from a Longford penalty on the stroke of half time to save Tipp’s blushes. On the resumption, Tipp were a transformed side. Angie McDermott, Siobhan Costello & Mairead Morrissey spearheaded their resurgence as the majority of the game was played in the Longford defence for the opening ten minutes of the half.  A trio of points registered by Tricia Hickey, Edel Hanley & Mairead Morrissey sent Tipp into a deserved three point lead 1-09 to 2-03. Longford response to Tipp’s subsequent dominance never materialised as Tipp’s defence worked tirelessly in cutting out any threat on the Tipp goal -mouth. In fact Longford failed to add to their scoring return for twenty seven minutes of play with a pointed free. A third penalty for the visitors was sent high between the posts, however Tipp held the upper hand thereafter with Tricia Hickey, Edel Hanley & Catriona Walsh registering on the score sheet to make the victory absolutely secure at the final whistle.
The Tipperary girls were drawn to play Waterford in the semi final of the National League in a Tipperary venue on Sunday 19th April. Fixture to be confirmed next week.

Team & Scorers: Nora Noonan (Brian Boru’s), Aoife O’ Dwyer (Brian Boru’s), Maeve Corcoran (Moycarkey-Borris), Sinead Delahunty (Fethard), Siobhan Costello (Cappawhite), Jennifer Grant (Brian Boru’s) (Capt), Claire Peters (Cahir), Ann O’ Dwyer (Cappawhite), Angie McDermott (Cappawhite) (0-01), Edith Carroll (Cahir), Mairead Morrissey (Brian Boru’s) (0-02), Gillian O’ Brien (Moyle Rovers) (0-01), Catriona Walsh (Moycarkey-Borris) (0-01), Edel Hanley (Shanahoe) (1-05)(0-04frees), Jayne Clancy (Cappawhite). Subs used: Patricia Hickey (Brian Boru’s) (0-02) for Jayne Clancy, Rachel Kenneally (Aherlow) for Sinead Delahunty & Kelly Hackett (Moycarkey –Borris) for Edith Carroll.
