Tipperary v down - bord gais National Football League DIVISION 2 Final 
TWO Quick 1st half goals for down prove the downfall for the tipp ladies

Tipperary 0-11 Down 2-12
The Tipperary Senior Ladies Football Team travelled to St. Brigid’s GAA Grounds, Kiltoom, County Roscommon on Saturday 9th May to compete in the Bord Gais National Football League Division 2 Final against Down. The Tipperary Ladies came into this game on the back of eleven straight wins following four wins at the latter end of last season including their All Ireland Intermediate title and then their seven games undefeated in this year’s National League campaign. Even though this is an impressive statistic Tipperary still would have remained underdogs as Down are a Senior Club with the past six years and have become accustomed to competing in top flight football, so it was all to play for, for the Tipperary girls.

Within the opening 30 seconds of the game, Down did exactly what Tipperary would have hoped they wouldn’t, and found the back of the net. Their strength, speed and experience was evident from the throw in.  Within three minutes they had found the back of the net for a second time which left the Tipperary girls would a massive hill to climb. Tipperary responded with 2 points in the next minute, one from a free kick from full forward Edel Hanley and the second from the boot of centre forward Mairead Morrissey. Down added a further two points before Tipperary’s Edel Hanley pointed two further free kicks. Down always kept ahead adding a third point before a menacing run from corner forward Cathriona Walshe was laid off to Edel Hanley and placed over the crossbar. Gillian O’Brien made an excellent solo run and finished it with a point for the Tipp ladies. Down pulled another point back before number 13 Siobhán Crotty scored her first point of the day and Tipperary’s seventh point of the day. Down added a further point before the half time whistle to leave the sides 2-05 to 0-07 in favour of Down.
The Tipperary girls came out into the second half knowing this game was within their grasp with only 4 points between the sides. However it was just not meant to be for the Tipperary girls, they could have scored a quick goal themselves within the opening minute of the second half but for some good defensive work from the Down girls. The ball was played back out to Samantha Lambert who recorded her first point of the day. The Tipp girls had another run end up narrowly wide of the post which could have turned the tides for Tipp. Samantha Lambert scored her second point of the day mid way through the second half before the Tipp full back was harshly sin-binned for her tackle on the Down full forward which resulted in Down’s corner forward and player of the match Aileen Pyers pointing a free kick. This left Tipp facing the next ten minutes of the game a player down and the pressure was now on. Another impressive run from midfielder Angie McDermott ended up with her firing the ball over the bar, however Down then extended their lead with five points without response. Tipperary had a penalty chance dragged wide of the post minutes before the final whistle which just proved it wasn’t to be their day. The end result for the game was 2-12 to 0-11 in favour of the Down side.
The Down ladies proved too strong on the day, however there is no doubt that this Tipperary side will not lie down. It was just one of those days where none of the breaks fell to a Tipp lady however they did themselves and their County proud with their sheer passion and will to win. They are an extremely determined panel of ladies who will now continue to prepare for their first round game in the Munster Championship versus Kerry this coming Saturday at a Kerry venue, with the help of their management team of Shane Ronayne, Conor O’ Dwyer and Lenny Fitzgerald.
The Tipperary Senior Ladies team is as follows: Nora Noonan (Brian Boru’s), Claire Lambert (Ardfinnan), Maeve Corcoran (Moycarkey-Borris), Barbara Ryan (Moyle Rovers), Ann O’ Dwyer (Cappawhite) Jennifer Grant (Brian Boru’s) (Capt), Siobhan Costello (Cappawhite), Claire Peters (Cahir), Angie McDermott (Cappawhite), Gillian O’ Brien (Moyle Rovers), Mairead Morrissey (Brian Boru’s), Samantha Lambert (Ardfinnan), Catriona Walsh (Moycarkey-Borris), Edel Hanley (Shanahoe), Siobhan Crotty (Ballyporeen), Subs: Jennifer Russell (Moyne Templetuohy), Sinead Delahunty (Foxrock Cabinteely), Ann Marie O’Gorman (Cahir), (for Crotty, 40 mins); Kelly Hackett (Moycarkey Borris), (for Hanley, 55 mins) Rachel Kenneally (Aherlow), Edith Carroll (Cahir), Jayne Clancy (Cappawhite), Maeve Hackett (Moycarkey Borris), Joanne O’ Doherty (Cappawhite), Rebecca Cummins (Cappawhite), Patricia Hickey (Brian Boru’s), Aoife O’ Dwyer (Brian Boru’s), Cliona O’ Dwyer (Brian Boru’s), Patrice Ryan (Cappawhite), Madeline (Slievenamon) 
A speedy recovery is wished to Patricia Hickey who suffered an injury during the semi-final versus Waterford and missed the weekend’s final. Also Congratulations to Aoife O’Dwyer who got married on Saturday and was missing from the final along with her sister Cliona who was bridesmaid for her on the day.
