Tipperary Minor Ladies Footballers Also In All Ireland Final

The Minor ladies footballers of the Premier County face into an All Ireland Final this Friday at 7pm in Banagher Co. Offaly against Roscommon. They qualified for the final in some style two weeks ago with a comprehensive victory over a much fancied Westmeath side at the same venue. The midlanders opening the scoring after just thirty seconds but it was to be the only time they lead. The Tipp full forward Leanne Barrett soon levelled the game from a free and her colleagues then began to get a firm grip on the game. They had wait till the tenth minute though before they made this superiorty count when Aisling O’Connor ran onto to a pin point Kelly Hackett pass to place an unstopable shot to the back of the Westmeath net. Tipp followed this up with three fine points from Leanne Barrett, Eimear Myles and Kelly Hackett. Westmeath then started to get into the game and responded with the next two points and were prevented from further scores by the excellent defending most notably by Caoimhe Bowles, Myles and Samantha Lambert. However the final five minutes of the half  belonged to the Munster Champions. Leanne Barrett scored a great individual point, captain Ann Marie O’Gorman pointed from a Shauna Ryan pass and then scored a goal from an impossible angle. It was a goal that would have graced Croke Park. This left Tipp leading at half time 2-6 to 0-3 but unlike the Munster Final they weren’t about to let this lead slip away. Within a minute the Barrett cousins combined with Emma laying on the final pass for Leanne to rattle the net for her side’s third goal. A harsh sin binning in the thirty sixth minute reduced Tipp to fourteen players for a ten minute period but anyone looking at the game would never have guessed as during this spell Westmeath only scored one point while our girls scored 1-2. A goal and a point of this coming from the boot of Aisling O’Connor with Cliona O’Dwyer raising the other white flag. This total dominance was completed when Leanne Barrett scored her second goal and Tipp finished the game with five good points, two from O’Gorman, and one each from O’Dwyer, Emma Barrett and impressive sub Lorraine O’Shea. Westmeath did manage a goal late on to leave the final scoreline reading 5-13 to 1-4. 

This was a fantastic display of football in fact some observers felt it was nearly a complete performance, it was full of outstanding skill, hard work, guts and determination. All over the field the Premier girls reigned supreme and it was a joy to watch their teamwork and interplay as they notched up some brilliant scores. 

Team and Scorers: Jennifer Russell (Moyne Templetouy); Rachel Kenneally (Aherlow), Aoife Casey (Cahir), Caoimhe Bowles (Clonmel Commercials); Eimear Myles (Brian Borus) (0-1), Samantha Lambert (Ardfinnan), Maeve Hackett (Moycarkey Borris); Cliona O'Dwyer (Brian Borus) (0-2), Kelly Hackett (Moycarkey Borris) (0-1); Emma Barrett (Cahir)(0-1), Ann Marie O'Gorman (Cahir) (1-3), Shauna Ryan (Clonmel Og); Ann Marie Fahy (Aherlow), Leanne Barrett (Cahir) (2-3, 0-1f), Aisling O'Connor (Cahir) (2-1). Subs: Lorraine O'Shea  (Mullinahone)(0-1) for Fahy (38 mins), Orla Walsh (Boherlahan) (for L. Barrett, 50 mins), Ena Meagher (Cappawhite) (for O'Connor, 52 mins), Aisling Condon (Brian Borus) (for Caoimhe Bowles, 53 mins), Aisling Stakelum (Thurles Sarsfields) (for Ryan, 58 mins).

Their opponents in the final had an even more impressive win in their semi final beating Antrim 7-18 to 1-2. Roscommon have a good recent record over Tipperary at underage levels and team also contains several members of the All Ireland Schools ‘A’ winning team from the Convent of Mercy. Thus underlining the immense task that lies in wait for the Tipp girls on Friday night. They have a very physical and skillful midfield pairing and their full forward notched 3-3 in the semi final and she was also player of the match in the school’s final. Tipperary manager Shane Ronayne said “We are in no doubt as to what we are facing this weekend, Roscommon have been in great form and with the school’s win confidence is sure to be high in their camp but we have prepared well and myself, Ciara and Martin have every confidence in our players especially after the display in the semi final. It’s a long time since I saw a team play as well and show such hunger and if we can repeat that hunger we will have every chance”. The Tipp team is full of experience with seven members of the current senior panel and Ronayne added “there are leaders throughout our team and there is a will to win that has to be seen to be believed, I know if we are in the game with ten minutes to go it will take some team to beat us”. 

This Tipperary team are one of the most talented to emerge from the county in recent times and they have all the attributes required to become the County’s first Minor Ladies All Ireland winners. So we would urge as many people as possible to go and support this team. They certainly deserve it as they get very little recognition compared to their male counterparts but they put in just as much effort. Tiobraid Arann Abu!

