Munster Ladies Gaelic Football Minor Championship
Tipperary Minor Ladies open campaign with win over Waterford

Tipperary 2-14 Waterford 3-6

The Minor Ladies Footballers began their bid for a Munster title with a hard fought victory over a determined Waterford side in Cahir last Wednesday night. Tipperary began the game fairly sluggishly and although they opened the scoring with a point from Ann Marie O’Gorman they soon found themselves six points down as the Waterford girls scored 1-4 without reply. The Premier girls then settled and got to grips with the Waterford midfield with Kelly Hackett in particular started to stamp her authority on proceedings and the defence well marshalled by Samantha Lambert and Aoife Casey soon put the shackles on the Deise attack. Up front the Tipp forwards now started to dominate and they scored 2-5 through Ann-Marie O’Gorman (1-2), Michelle Walsh (1-1), Emma Barrett (0-1) and Eimear Myles (0-1) to leave themselves 2-6 to 1-4 ahead at the break. The Waterford team started the second half in determined fashion and despite being reduced to 14 players for a 10 minute period they scored 2-2 to Tipp’s solitary white flag to leave Tipp trailing by 2 points with ten minutes left on the clock. However this was the when the Tipp girls showed their true grit and skill. Captain Ann Marie O’Gorman and centre back Samantha Lambert in particular decided enough was enough; they weren’t going to be beaten. Cliona O’Dwyer scored a point to put the minimum between the sides and O’Gorman then added three points to leave Tipp up by two. Lambert then scored a super point, substitute Ann Marie Fahy further increased their lead and Olivia McCarthy rounded off the scoring with a fine point. In the last ten minutes Tipp showed their class with seven unanswered points to run out five point winners. They know however that they will need to improve their overall performance in the games ahead to stand any chance of lifting a second Munster title in three years.

Team and Scorers: Nicola Armitage(Cahir), Rachel Kenneally(Aherlow), Aoife Casey(Cahir), Ciara Coughlan(Cappawhite), Maeve Hackett(Moycarkey Borris). Samantha Lambert(Ardfinnan)(0-1), Jane O’Donnell(Cahir), Kelly Hackett(Moycarkey Borris), Eimear Myles(Brian Borus)(0-1), Emma Barrett(Cahir)(0-1), Ann Marie O’Gorman(Cahir)(1-7), Olivia McCarthy(Brian Borus)(0-1), Aisling O’Connor (Cahir), Michelle Walsh(Ardfinnan)(1-1), Leanne Barrett(Cahir) Subs used: Cliona O’Dwyer (Brian Borus) (0-1) for Myles, Caoimhe Bowles (Clonmel Commercials) for Coughlan and Ann Marie Fahy (Aherlow) (0-1) for Walsh. 

Best of luck to the girls who take on Limerick in Cappamore on Wednesday 15th April, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.

