TIPPERARY MINOR LADIES CLAIM Munster “b” championship in splendid style over their near neighbours

Tipperary 4-12 Waterford 3-10

The Tipperary Minor Ladies Footballers played Waterford in the opening round of the Championship on the 8th April in Cahir and narrowly defeated them by 5 points, so they knew they would be up against a tough opposition coming into this game. The game had been postponed the previous weekend due to the bad weather and was then due to be played in Tourin, Co. Waterford but we could say the God’s were on our side when the venue was again changed due to the bad weather. We were on home turf in Newcastle, Co. Tipperary on Thursday 30th April to take on our neighbours Waterford in Munster Final of the Minor B Championship. The girls were mentally and physically prepared to make their bid for a Munster title thanks to the great work of their management team of Shane Ronayne, Martin Ryan & Ciara Ormonde. 

The Waterford girls were first to open the scoring with a point in the 4th minute of the game. It took the Tipperary girls six minutes to register their first score and once they scored their first point from the boot of full forward Leanne Barrett, they settled well from there and enjoyed a period of dominance for the next fifteen minutes of the game. Leanne Barrett added a further 1-2 to her tally with a well taken free ending up in the back of the Waterford goalkeeper’s net. Wing back and player of the game Emer Myles scored two tremendous points showing her excellent versatility on the field. Wing forward Emma Barrett added 1-1 to the Tipperary scoreline during this period of dominance showing excellent pace and skill going forward. A surging run forward from midfielder Cliona O’Dwyer ended up with her placing the ball in the back of the Waterford net for the third time in the first half. Then it was Waterford’s turn to try make their way back into the game with them scoring 1-1 before the half time mark and somehow keeping them in touch of the Tipperary side. Tipperary’s corner forward Aisling O’Connor registered another point just before the half time mark which left the side 3-07 to 1-02 in favour of Tipperary going in at half time.

In the second half, the tides were to change with Tipperary scoring the first point of the game and Waterford now enjoying a 15 minute period of dominance during which they found the back of the Tipperary keepers net on two occasions and scored 5 points bringing them to within one point of Tipperary with just 12 minutes left on the clock. However, the Tipperary girls were not going to roll over and die and showed great determination and heart and got their second wind. Leanne Barrett found the back of the net again for Tipperary and got another point from play. Emer Myles registered another point which put some breathing space between the sides. However, with just six points now between the sides the Waterford girls then scored three further points to bring them with three points of Tipperary. In the final two minutes, points from Kelly Hackett and Cliona O’Dwyer sealed the victory for the Tipperary side in a great finish to the game.

This was an excellent display of football from both sides and all involved should be extremely proud of their contribution to both this game and ladies football in general. The Tipperary girls now look forward to the All Ireland semi-final which is due to take place on Wednesday July 15th.

Team and Scorers: Nicola Armitage (Cahir), Rachel Kenneally (Aherlow), Aoife Casey (Cahir), Maeve Hackett (Moycarkey Borris), Jane O’Donnell (Cahir), Samantha Lambert (Ardfinnan), Eimear Myles (Brian Borus) (0-03), Kelly Hackett(Moycarkey Borris) (0-01), Cliona O’Dwyer (Brian Borus) (1-01), Olivia McCarthy(Brian Borus), Ann Marie O’Gorman(Cahir) (0-01), Emma Barrett(Cahir) (1-01), Aisling O’Connor (Cahir), Leanne Barrett(Cahir) (2-04), Ann Marie Fahy (Aherlow) (0-1) Subs used: Shauna Ryan (Brian Borus) for O’Donnell (H/T); Aisling Kenneally (Brian Borus) for Fahy (44 mins)
