Tipperary Minor Ladies suffer narrow defeat in All Ireland “b” football Final
The Minor ladies of the Premier County took on Roscommon in the All Ireland Minor “B” Football Final on Friday evening last in Ferbane Co. Offaly. They qualified for the final in some style three weeks ago with a comprehensive victory over a much fancied Westmeath side at Banagher, Co. Offaly on a scoreline reading 5-13 to 1-4. The Premier girls quickly resumed their preparations for the All Ireland final on the training field, developing their skills and were well prepared for this game with some excellent Premier ladies footballers on display. The Tipperary team, panel, mentors and supporters travelled to Ferbane on Friday last on a dull, wet, windy evening. These conditions were to prove a major probelm for the Tipperary girls on the night with the ground proving very heavy and these conditions making it difficult for both sides to play the type of football they had become accustomed to all year. 
Roscommon opened the scoring in the first minute with a point from play and adding a second from a placed ball in the second minute. It took the Tipperary girls just 3 minutes to get on the scoresheet when they were awarded a penalty and midfielder Cliona O’Dwyer stepped up to face the goalkeeper. Cliona placed the ball over the bar from the penalty spot earning Tipp’s first score of the game. Tipperary found the back of the net in the fifth minute through the boot of captain Ann Marie O’Gorman but that was unfortunately to be Tipp’s last score of the first half. They were on the back foot for the rest of the first half with Roscommon adding points in the 12th, 13th, 15th and 17th minute. Following these blitz of points, Roscommon found the back of the net in the 18th minute and added one further point before half time leaving the score line 1-06 to 1-01. 

The Tipperary girls came out much hungrier for victory in the second half, and with the deficit only five points following the re-start, they gave their all for the remaining thirty minutes. The Tipp girls were awarded their second penalty of the game in the 3rd minute which was again converted into a point by Cliona O’Dwyer. They added a further two points in the opening ten minutes through Eimear Myles and Ann Marie O’Gorman. However Roscommon caught the Tipperary defence on the break, finding the back of the net and scoring their only score of the 2nd half which was to prove to be the difference between the two teams at the final whistle. The Tipp girls kept battling to the bitter end, with their defence as solid as a rock and their midfielders and attackers winning alot of possession but were unfortunately unable to turn this into scores on the scoreboard where it mattered. They added a further three points through Eimear Myles, Ann Marie O’Gorman and a free from Leanne Barrett before the end of the game to leave the scoreline at the final whistle 2-07 to 1-07 in favour of Roscommon.
Team and Scorers: Jennifer Russell (Moyne Templetouy); Rachel Kenneally (Aherlow), Aoife Casey (Cahir), Caoimhe Bowles (Clonmel Commercials); Eimear Myles (Brian Borus) (0-2), Samantha Lambert (Ardfinnan), Maeve Hackett (Moycarkey Borris); Cliona O'Dwyer (Brian Borus) (0-2), Kelly Hackett (Moycarkey Borris); Emma Barrett (Cahir); Ann Marie O'Gorman (Cahir) (1-2), Shauna Ryan (Clonmel Og); Ann Marie Fahy (Aherlow), Leanne Barrett (Cahir) (0-1f), Aisling O'Connor (Cahir). Subs: Lorraine O'Shea (Mullinahone) for Ryan (25 mins), Freda Casey (Cahir) for O’Connor (50 mins); Gillian O’Keefe (Cahir) for M. Hackett (55 mins); Nicola Armitage; Aisling Condon, Orlagh Walsh, Aisling Kenneally, Aine Ryan, Ena Meagher, Ciara Coughlan, Aisling Stakelum, Niamh Kenneally
