TIPPERARY LADIES OVERCOME MEATH IN ROUND 1 AND DRAW CLARE IN ROUND 2 OF ALL IRELAND QUALIFIERS
The Tipperary ladies travelled to Banagher, Co. Offaly on the Bank holiday Monday 2nd August, 2010 to take on Meath in Round 1 of the All Ireland qualifiers in a game which was shown live on TG4. The Tipperary ladies came into this game with a quiet confidence having only being narrowly defeated by a single point by Meath in the NFL earlier in the year.

The conditions on the day were greasy as alot of rain had fallen in the lead up to the game; however, the Tipp girls were not going to let this stop them. From the throw in the Tipp girls got the score they needed to settle them with an excellent point from the right boot of Patricia Hickey. Meath brought the scores level a minute later with a good score from corner forward Elaine Duffy. Edel Hanley added Tipp’s second point from a free which she won herself in the 8th minute, which was to prove to be the start of a scoring blitz from the Tipp ladies with full forward Patricia Hickey adding her second point a minute later. Meath got their second point of the half from a free a minute later, which was to be the last of their scores until the 19th minute of the half with another point from a free. The Premier girls dominated the first half and an excellent piece of play which started at their own goal with Samantha Lambert clearing a dangerous ball to Carew who in turn passed to Costello, then to Grant who played a good ball to O’Gorman who excellently found Walsh who ran at the defence and found out Hickey with a hand pass who found the back of the net from her left boot. More great play from the Tipp defence and some great team work found Ann Marie O’Gorman scoring in the 12th minute of the half. Edel Hanley then pointed her second free of the half following an illegal tackle on Hickey to put the sides 1-05 to 0-02 mid way through the first half. Hickey added her third point of the game. The Meath defence gave away position to Edel Hanley who punished them with her first point of the game from play. Hickey was fouled again in the 21st minute which resulted in another pointed free from the boot of Edel Hanley which was to be the last score of the half for either side. Meath had a goal chance with 4 minutes left in the half but the excellent defensive work of the Premier Ladies ensured this resulted in nothing but a 45! The Tipperary girls entered the dressing rooms at half time with an eight point lead on a scoreline of 1-08 to 0-03 to face what was sure to be a very stern half time talk from manager Paddy Morrissey to ensure the Tipp girls weren’t going to let this eight point lead slip in the second half. 

The defence was solid for the entire first half with very little ball getting past the half back line. The Tipp duo of Mairead Morrissey and Kelly Hackett worked tirelessly at midfield and the Tipp girls played the ball around excellently.

Although Meath scored the first point of the second half in the first minute, this was not going to unsettle the Tipperary ladies as Meath kicked two more chances wide in the opening minutes. The Premier Ladies added their first point five minutes into the half from the boot of wing back Jennifer Grant. Corner forward Duffy added three points from frees for Meath to keep the pressure on the Tipp defence. Tipp’s Full forward Hickey added her first point of the second half 12 minutes in to the half. The introduction of Gillian O’Brien in the 12 minute of second half was to prove to be the demolition of Meath with her scoring 3 points and making a second goal for Hickey within a five minute spell in the half. With 13 minutes left in the game, things were looking good for the Tipp ladies, however the sin binning of 3 players namely full back Maeve Corcoran, then two minutes later sharp shooter Patricia Hickey got a yellow card and a further two minutes later Ann Marie O’Gorman and Meath’s corner back saw the line to leave the Tipperary ladies under alot of pressure for the final ten minutes of the game.  Hanley settled the Tipp girls by added another point to leave the sides 2-14 to 0-07 with ten minutes left in the game. Meath added their eight point of the game with less than seven minutes remaining. Hanley added another pointed free for Tipperary and a final point from play before Meath added their final score of the game with less than a minute remaining. The final scoreboard read Tipperary 2-16 Meath 0-09.
The entire Tipperary team proved that excellent preparations along with commitment, heart and dedication will help you win out on the day. Each and every player gave their all and ensured that they deserved their place in round two of the qualifiers. Following the game Captain Mairead Morrissey was presented with Player of the Game award. Also the draw for the second round of the qualifiers took place which sees Tipperary meet their nemesis Clare again. This game is due to take place this coming weekend. Please check on our website www.tipperaryladiesfootball.ie for confirmed details of the fixture.

Team for the day: Nora Noonan, (Brian Borus); Aoife O’Dwyer, (Brian Borus); Maeve Corcoran, (Moycarkey Borris); Barbara Ryan, (Moyle Rovers); Jennifer Grant, (Brian Borus) (0-01); Samantha Lambert, (Ardfinnan); Siobhán Costello, (Cappawhite); Kelly Hackett, (Moycarkey Borris); Mairead Morrissey, (Brian Borus); Ann Marie O’Gorman, (Cahir), (0-01); Mairead Luttrell, (Mullinahone); Sile Carew, (Cappawhite); Cathriona Walsh, (Moycarkey Borris); Patricia Hickey, (Brian Borus), (2-04); Edel Hanley (Aherlow) (0-07). Subs: Gillian O’Brien for Walsh (42 minutes) (0-03); Nancy Ferris for Luttrell (49 minutes), Treasa McManus for Hanley for (58 minutes)
